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SECTION 1 – THE PREAMBLE
1A. INTRODUCTION
This paper documents the consensus of the Diaconate on doctrinal
issues relating to the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Church history has shown that disagreement over the doctrinal
understanding on the gifts of the Holy Spirit is very often one of the
main causes for unpleasant division within a church.
Whilst God’s intention in endowing the church with the gifts of the
Holy Spirit is that the church can be edified and built up as the body
of Christ, it is sad that the abuse and misuse of such spiritual gifts
has generated controversies, confusion, chaos, wounds and even a
split in the church. Such divisions in a church only serve to destroy
the Christian testimony.
We are accountable to God to take responsible steps to minimize the
possibility of QBC needing to suffer the agony of such a
consequence generated through the abuse and misuse of spiritual
gifts.
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INTRODUCTION (cont’d)

The Diaconate recognises that QBC has to conscientiously work
towards a consensus on this subject and arrive at a position properly
and faithfully anchored on the Bible.
This paper is the result of many months of intense and earnest study
of the Bible and considerable Christian literature on the topic.
This paper is not a creed or dogma but reflects our passionate desire
to work towards a loving, harmonious and faithful church with
members esteeming and appreciating one another as people equally
loved by God and equal beneficiaries of the grace of God, called
together to serve and honour Him.
We wish to emphatically express our respect for fellow Christians
holding differing schools of thought based on proper hermeneutical
efforts.
The issues we have selected for deliberations and consensus are
chosen not because they have an overriding prominence over other
Biblical doctrines and teachings, but are borne out of our desire for
truth, transparency, and a willingness to teach and be taught on issues
where a church consensus will greatly facilitate our quest to be
faithful Christian witnesses who serve the exaltation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We humbly but passionately seek from such an endeavour that God
will work for us a church in whom He is well pleased.
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1B. BACKGROUND
QBC started in 1962 as a single congregation church. Its service
was held in Cantonese, with simultaneous English translation for
the English-speaking members. Over the years, as the congregation grew in size, church services were held separately in English
and Mandarin/Cantonese.
This trend continues unabated today, where there are now two
English services, a Mandarin service and a Cantonese service.
Over time, the English and Chinese congregations evolved different styles of worship and identities. This distinction is also augmented by the different social, cultural and demographic backgrounds in each group of worshippers, thus generating even
greater divergence in terms of thought process, focus and norms
within the church.
In the last few years, the bond between the two congregations
has strengthened. God has led us to believe that the One-church
concept is the way for QBC to move forward. As a result, the Diaconate has taken the position that QBC should continue to
operate as a One-church with multiple congregations.

This

decision was arrived at after careful consideration of many factors, some of which include the advantages of pooling of resources, making a greater impact on the community, and having
a stronger impetus to move forward. The leadership recognises
the need to have complementary resources in a multi-lingual and
multi-racial country like Singapore. For instance, in evangelistic
8
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BACKGROUND (cont’d)

members of our Chinese Congregation reach out better to Mandarin
or dialect-speaking people, while members of the English Congregation are more effective in reaching out to those who do not speak
Chinese or are primarily English-speaking people. Joint efforts can
thus certainly make more effective our evangelistic outreach.
With this decision to remain as a single entity, the leadership was
tasked with the mammoth responsibility of converging two distinct
congregations into a One-church concept. Notably, structural changes would have to be made to bring the two sets of pastoral staff under the ambit of one senior pastor. Certain ministries should and
would need to be carried out jointly. Also, doctrinal beliefs would
need to be streamlined and documented, upon which rests the central purpose for this document.

1C. OBJECTIVE OF DOCTRINAL STUDY
This doctrinal study seeks to arrive at a proper Biblical understanding of the characteristics and functions of spiritual gifts and God’s
purpose for them in the church today so that Queenstown Baptist
Church can fervently and steadfastly grow and avail ourselves as
faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ.
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1D. THE ISSUES
Towards our expressed objective, we have specifically selected the
following issues for careful deliberation and consensus – a consensus fundamentally crucial to our faithful application of God’s will
upon Queenstown Baptist Church.
1.

The characteristics of spiritual gifts in the church today.

2.

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit with regard to the empowerment of
the Christian for service.

3.

Provided they are considered in operation today, the characteristics
and functions of the following gifts of the Holy Spirit:
a. The gift of speaking in tongues
b. The gift of prophesying
c. The gifts of healing

4.

The manner of the operation today of the gifts listed in (3) above.

5.

The issue of whether the following offices of the church as listed in
1 Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 4:11 have ceased.
a.
b.

The office of the Apostle
The office of the Prophet
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1E. THE STUDY TEAM
The Study team comprised the following:
Deacons:
Daniel Soh Chung Hian
Ho Shih Chuan
James Ng Tong Hai
Poon Say Keok
Tan Kim Tian
Yim Foon Wai
NB:

Michael Foo See Meng
Richard Loh Hai Koon
Ng Kin Meng
Vincent Seah Yee Men
Ellen Cheng Oi Lin

Ng Seng Sum was not able to join the group because he was posted to Taiwan.

Pastors:
Ng Kwok Hung
Michael Ke Bing Huang
Lim Teck Peng
Joseph Seah Wan Ghee

Inducted:
Lau Keong Ong
Soon Khai Fooh
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1F. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
This study is based on the following five fundamental principles
which form the foundation for our conclusions:
1.

The Bible is the authoritative and inspired Word of God, inerrant in
its totality and complete in its present form (2 Tim 3:16).

2.

The Spirit of God is given to every believer of Christ and enables
the Christian to have a personal knowledge and experience with
God (John 14:25-26; Rom 8:15-17; 1 Cor 2:6-16).

3.

The Spirit of God exalts Jesus Christ and edifies the church (1 Cor
12:7, 14:12, 26).

4.

Jesus Christ is the foundation and is central to the function and
existence of the church (Eph 2:19-22; 4:4-16).

5.

God gives spiritual gifts to Christians for the edification of the
church (1 Cor 12:4-11; 14:12).
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1G. THE PROCESS OF STUDY
1.

The Bible is the absolute and ultimate authority that guided our
discussions.
All human and spiritual experiences were made subservient to an
earnest and correct interpretation of Scripture

2.

Passages crucial to our discussions include the book of Acts,
Romans, 1 Corinthians and Ephesians.

3.

A detailed study of the similarities and differences of Old Testament and New Testament prophets was conducted.

4.

In arriving at this document of consensus for the church, the
Diaconate researched a number of books and materials for the
study. (See Appendix I).

5.

Literature tabled for discussion was deliberately chosen to comprise both cessationist and non-cessationist view points.

6.

We took into consideration and deliberated on arguments from both
the cessationist and non-cessationist schools of thought.

7.

All the authors of the literature discussed are held in esteem.

18
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1H. AFFIRMATIONS
Throughout this study, God’s hand was evidently guiding the entire
process.
We commenced this study with an underlying awareness of the
sensitivities involved but also with a steadfast assurance that God
honours our desire to help build mutual appreciation and oneness
among members of the church. Through the process of the study,
any initial apprehension was quickly dissipated as we experienced
God bringing about a stronger bonding among the members of this
Diaconate Study Team.
Everyone saw God’s guidance in leading the group towards reaching a consensus on the doctrinal issues. The leadership has grown
closer on a personal level, thus enhancing our working relationship
with one another. We also strengthened our faith while studying
God’s Word and waiting upon the Lord. We agreed that the two
congregations would support each other and will move together as
one, thus affirming QBC’s stand on moving as a One-church with
multiple congregations. We are excited about the progress. More
importantly, we realise that we must be humble and loving enough
to accommodate and appreciate one another’s differences in order to
move together as One-church in the kingdom of God.
God has once again manifested His lovingkindness for us and
provided for us the momentum towards building a church that will
stand as a testimony for our Lord Jesus Christ.

All glory be to God.
This document is dated 18th May 2000.
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SECTION 2
STATEMENT OF DIACONATE
CONSENSUS ON DOCTRINAL POSITION
2A. SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We believe in the following:
1.

2.

Spiritual gifts are given solely and sovereignly by the grace of
God (1 Cor 12:11).
For operational purposes, we have broadly classified them into
2 categories:
a.

Spiritual gifts that can be cultivated.
e.g. Ministry gifts such as preaching, teaching, caring,
counselling, giving, encouraging, etc. (cf Rom 12:7-8).

b.

Spiritual gifts that come purely as a supernatural act of God
and are not subject to our cultivation nor are they reflective of
one’s spirituality.
e.g. The gifts of speaking in tongues, prophesying, healings,
working of miracles, etc (cf Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:8-10).

Both 1(a) and (b) equally manifest the presence of the Holy
Spirit and His equipping for the church (Rom 12:3-8; 1 Cor
12:28-31; Eph 4:11-16).
We will therefore earnestly avail ourselves to both categories of
spiritual gifts.
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2A.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We believe in the following: (cont’d)

3.

The Bible teaches us that we should not be indifferent to spiritual gifts but diligently avail ourselves for the Spirit of God to
work in and through our lives (1 Cor 12:4-7, 27-31; 14:1, 39;
Eph 4:30; 1 Thess 5:19-20).

4.

Spiritual gifts are given for the edification of the church (1 Cor
12:7; 14:12, 26).

5.

All the spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 continue in
existence today (i.e., the message of wisdom; the message of
knowledge; faith; gifts of healings; miraculous powers; prophecy;
distinguishing between spirits; speaking in different kinds of
tongues; interpretation of tongues).
There is no clear Biblical basis to indicate that any of the gifts listed
above has ceased. Arguments using 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 for the
cessation of the gift of prophesying and the gift of speaking in
different kinds of tongues are at best inconclusive.

6.

The list of spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12 is not
exhaustive (see Rom 12:6-8).
This means God may work beyond the gifts listed in the Scriptures.

24

QUEENSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

DOCTRINAL ISSUES

2A.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We believe in the following: (cont’d)

7.

Spiritual gifts are susceptible to misuse and abuse.
The Bible warns us of false apostles, false teachers, false christs and
false prophets who will perform signs and wonders to lead the people astray (see Matt 7:15-16; 24:10-11, 24; 2 Cor 11:13-15; 2 Pet
2:1-3; 1 John 4:1; Rev 2:14, 20).

8.

We will diligently guard against all misuse and abuse of spiritual
gifts.
a. We will test all the manifestations of all spiritual gifts
(1 Thess 5:19-22; 1 Cor 14:29; 1 Jn 4:1-3).
i.

Does the gift bring edification to the church? (1 Cor 12:7).

ii.

Is the fruit of the Holy Spirit manifested in the operation of
the spiritual gift?
(Matt 7:15-20 cf Gal 5:17-26).

iii. Does the operation of the spiritual gift contradict
established Biblical doctrines? (see 2 Pet 1:19-21).
iv.

Does the operation of the spiritual gift negate Scriptural
exhortations?
e.g. a prophetic utterance that brings condemnation to a
church or an exhortation directing us to hate a
person.

v.

Does the operation of the spiritual gift serve to glorify an
individual or a group of individuals rather than God?

vi.

Does the manifestation of the spiritual gift reflect the
character of God?
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2A.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We believe in the following: (cont’d)

8.

We will diligently guard against all misuse and abuse of spiritual gifts. (cont’d)

b. Unless God gives a clear indication to the contrary, we will
reject manifestations of spiritual gifts from unbelievers and
from Christians whose character and conduct reflect a blatant
contradiction of Scriptural teachings.
c. While we will endeavour to exercise grace and understanding in
responding to the abuse and misuse of spiritual gifts, disciplinary measures will be initiated against those who manifest gross
disregard for the general welfare of the church.
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2B. THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe in the following:
1.

The Holy Spirit is given to every Christian upon conversion
(Rom 8:9-11, 15-17; Eph 1:13-14).

2.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is given simultaneous to the Holy
Spirit coming upon a person at conversion.
a.

1 Corinthians 12:13 reveals that all Christians are baptised in
the Holy Spirit (see also Matt 3:11; John 1:32-34). All Christians are therefore potentially a channel of God’s outworking of
His power (see Rom 8:12-17).

b.

It is incorrect to take individual passages in the book of Acts
(see and compare Acts 2:1-13; 8:5-25; 10:1-48; 19:1-7) in
isolation from the other passages of the Bible to teach the
doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a distinct postconversion experience which is necessary for empowerment to
serve.
Each of the above passages reveals the Holy Spirit working
sovereignly as He wills, both in fulfilment of the prophecy in
Joel 2:28,29 and in continuing the work of Jesus Christ for His
church.
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2B.

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (cont’d)
We believe in the following:

2.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is given simultaneous to the Holy Spirit coming
upon a person at conversion. (cont’d)

c. It is incorrect to use Acts 1:8 to teach the need to wait for
the
baptism of the Holy Spirit as a distinct post-conversion
experience.
The disciples waited for the fulfilment of God’s promise to send
the Holy Spirit (see Joel 2:28-29 cf Acts 2:14-39). Scripture did
not express nor imply here that the disciples’ waiting was to
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a distinct postconversion experience.

3.

d.

To teach that some Christians are baptised in the Holy Spirit
and some are not will be to create two classes of Christians –
some empowered to serve and some not empowered to serve.

e.

Our being baptised into one body signifies our unity and bonding in Jesus Christ. Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given so that
we can be identified as equally belonging to the body of Christ
and not so that we can distinguish between Christians who are
empowered from those who are not.

The empowering of the Holy Spirit in a Christian can be
quenched through disobedience, a lack of faith and a lack of
earnestness to be used by God (see Eph 4:25-32; 1 Thess 5: 19
-24).
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2C. THE GIFT OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES
We believe in the following:
1.

The gift of speaking in tongues refers to the enabling given to a
person to speak either in an unlearned foreign language or in a
language unknown to mankind (see Acts 2:1-13; 11:15-18; 19: 1
-7; cf 1 Cor 12-14).

2.

The gift of speaking in tongues is a gift of the Holy Spirit given
sovereignly and by the grace of God (1 Cor 12:7-11).
Therefore:
a. It is not a measure of a person’s spirituality.
b. It cannot be achieved by methods.

3.

God gives this gift to serve the common good of the church
Cor 12:7; 14:26).

4.

However, this gift of speaking in tongues serves to edify only the
speaker if there is no interpretation of the tongues (1 Cor 14: 1
-4).

5.

Therefore, to serve the common good of the church, the
exercise of the gift of speaking in tongues must be followed
by an interpretation of the tongues (1 Cor 14:13, 27, 28).

6.

In a group worship service when there is no one who has the gift
of interpreting the tongues, the gift of prophesying serves a
greater purpose than the gift of speaking in tongues (1 Cor
14:5).
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2C.

THE GIFT OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES (cont’d)

7.

Unless someone has the gift of the interpretation of tongues, this
gift of speaking in tongues is to be exercised only in a private
setting. If it is a group worship setting and there is no one to interpret the tongues, the gift of speaking in tongues can only be
exercised quietly (1 Cor 14:18-19, 28).

8.

We cannot forbid anyone from exercising the gift of speaking
in tongues but we must ensure that it is done in a fitting and
orderly way (1 Cor 14:39).

9.

The operation of the gift of speaking in tongues in a group worship setting is to be conducted as follows:
a.

The speaker must ensure that he/she is not causing disorderliness or disruptions in the gathering (1 Cor 14 : 1-5).

b.

The speaker must pray for an interpretation of the tongues to be
effected either through himself/herself or through others (1 Cor
14:13, 27).

c.

If there is no interpretation, another person should refrain from
further speaking in tongues unless he/she is absolutely certain
God wants him/her to speak and an interpretation of tongues is
forthcoming. Otherwise, any intending speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself/herself and God (1 Cor
14:13-19, 27, 28).
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2C.

THE GIFT OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES (cont’d)

9.

The operation of the gift of speaking in tongues in a group worship setting is to
be conducted as follows: (cont’d)

d.

If there is an interpretation of the tongues, the process must be
done in an orderly manner and not more than 3 persons should
be allowed to speak (1 Cor 14:27).

e.

All interpretation of the tongues will be tested (see 1 Cor
14:29).

f.

When a person is in doubt as to the correctness of the contents
he/she is about to interpret, he/she should write down the
interpretation and hand it to the pastor for further action.
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2D. THE GIFT OF PROPHESYING
We believe in the following:
1.

2.

Prophecy today is defined as speaking the words of God that
strengthen, encourage and comfort the people of God (1 Cor
14:3). This can take the form of:
a.

Proclaiming or explaining Scriptures.

b.

A proclamation or directive that harmonizes with Biblical
doctrines and principles.

c.

A foretelling of an event or events to come that harmonizes
with Scriptural principles.

Since all Christians are given the Spirit of God, every Christian
is potentially a channel for God to speak (Eph 1:13-14).
Every Christian is thus a potential to receive the gift of prophesying.
This, however, does not imply one is anointed in the office of a
prophet.

3.

Prophecy today is not Scripture. Neither is it equivalent to
Scripture (see Deut 4:1-2; Rev 22:18-19).
Prophesying today does not involve new scriptural revelations but
serves to give illumination and application of Biblical truths.
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2D.

THE GIFT OF PROPHESYING (cont’d)

4.

The gift of prophesying continues in existence today.

5.

6.

a.

The Spirit of God continues His work in the church until Jesus
Christ returns to receive the church to Himself (John 16:5-15).

b.

1 Corinthians Chapters 12-14 address the abuses of the spiritual
gifts but nevertheless direct Christians to eagerly desire such
gifts (see 1 Cor 14:39-40).

c.

There is no Scriptural indication that the gift of prophesying has
ceased. Arguments using 1 Cor 13:8-12 and Eph 2:20 for the
cessation of the gift of prophesying are at best inconclusive.

The gift of prophesying is directly superintended by the Spirit
of God.
a.

Such a spiritual gift manifests the presence and work of the
Spirit of God (1 Cor 12:5-10).

b.

Although it is given sovereignly by the Spirit (1 Cor 12:11),
the Spirit allows the one prophesying the control of his/her
own faculties (1 Cor 14:32).

All prophetic utterances must be correct in their contents
(Deut 18:21-22; 2 Pet 1:19-21).
a.

Accepting error in contents of a prophecy implies the Spirit of
God is unable or chooses not to ensure the correctness of His
words to the church.

b.

Accepting error in contents of a prophecy implies both the
speaker and the hearers can choose to disregard or treat without
reverence God’s words and not be held accountable.

42

QUEENSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH
2D.

7.

8.

9.

DOCTRINAL ISSUES

THE GIFT OF PROPHESYING (cont’d)

Prophetic utterances could be misinterpreted by the hearers.
a.

A misinterpretation or misapplication of prophecy does not
negate the accuracy of its contents (cf Acts 21:4-6, 12-14).

b.

A description of prophetic events does not preclude additional
details not spoken. (Acts 21:10-11 cf Acts 21:27-23:10;
Acts 28:17).

The gift of prophesying cannot be exercised through trial and
error.
a.

This gift is a direct supernatural intervention of the Holy Spirit
in a person (1 Cor 12:7, 11).

b.

This gift is operated by faith, not human ability, nor the
cultivation of such an ability. It is thus not dependent on
the person’s ability or diligence to cultivate and strengthen
this gift (Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:7-11).

All prophetic utterances must be tested to discern their
thenticity as the words of God.

au-

a.

It is a Scriptural injunction (1 Thess 5:19-22; 1 Cor 14:29;
1 John 4:1-3).

b.

False prophets and teachers are present in the churches
(Matt 24:11; 2 Cor 11:13-15; 2 Pet 2:1-3).

c.

False prophets/prophecies will
(Rev 2:14, 20; Col 2:18-19).

d.

lead

Christians

astray.

The presence of signs and wonders or supernatural happenings
do not necessarily indicate that these are works of God
(Matt 24:24).
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2D.

THE GIFT OF PROPHESYING (cont’d)

10.

A Christian receiving a personal prophecy given to him/her
must test the correctness of the prophecy through discernment
and prior affirmations (see Acts 21:4-6 cf Acts 21:10-14).

11.

The gift of prophesying does not come at the request of the
hearers. It is God’s sovereign work.

12.

a.

God speaks in His own time through His chosen vessel.
(1 Cor 12:11).

b.

Getting someone to foretell the future is tantamount to the practice of fortune-telling (cf 2 Kin 17:17-18; 2 Chr 33:6).

The gift of prophesying is given to strengthen, encourage and
comfort the church (1 Cor 14:3).
a.

It must not lead to conflict and divisions in the church
(Rom 12:3-8; 1 Cor 12:12-31).

b.

It must not lead to confusion in the church (1 Cor 14:26-33).

c.

It must not manifest a judgmental or condemning attitude.
(1 Cor 14:1-5). It may however involve a warning or
correction.

d.

It must not lead to an individual benefit that does not benefit the
congregation as a whole (1 Cor 12:7).

e.

It must be exercised in love (1 Cor 13:2).

f.

It must edify the church (1 Cor 14:4).

46

QUEENSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH
2D.

13.

DOCTRINAL ISSUES

THE GIFT OF PROPHESYING (cont’d)

The operation of the gift of prophesying is to be conducted as
follows:
a.

The one prophesying is acting as a spokesperson for God and
thus due reverence must be observed by both the one speaking
and those hearing.

b.

Although all spiritual gifts are given solely by the grace of
God, the gift of prophesying can be exercised only in proportion to one’s faith in God (Rom 12:6).
There is thus a direct link between a person’s relationship with
God and his being a spokesperson for God. A person should
therefore examine himself/herself before releasing the prophecy.

c.

All Christians who love God and who desire to honour Him
need have no fear when the gift of prophesying is exercised
(1 Cor 14:1). God knows the genuineness of our hearts and He
honours every desire to exalt Jesus Christ.

d.

All prophecies are to result in strengthening and/or encouragement and/or comfort. Ensure the message to be proclaimed
leads towards these.

e.

Ensure orderliness. Do not cause disruption or confusion
during the worship service or during any gathering (1 Cor
14:29-33).

f.

It is within the person’s control to decide on the time and
manner the prophecy is to be spoken (1 Cor 14:32). Be assured
that the Holy Spirit is present to guide.
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2D. THE GIFT OF PROPHESYING (cont’d)
13.

The operation of the gift of prophesying is to be conducted as follows:(cont’d)

g.

The church leadership, upon which rests the responsibility to
discern and test every spiritual gift, will discern whether the
message edifies the church or is spoken in response to a person’s personal passions and prejudices.

h.

All prophetic utterances will be immediately discerned and tested. This is a Scriptural injunction to safeguard the church
against being led astray. All genuine persons need have no fear
of authentication.

i.

When a person is in doubt as to the correctness of the contents
he/she is about to prophesy, he/she should write down the
prophecy and hand it to the pastor for further action.

j.

Prophetic utterances bearing the following characteristics shall
be immediately rejected:

k.

i.

messages that contradict Scriptural teachings.

ii.

messages that condemn or are judgmental.

iii.

messages that exalt any person other than Christ.

iv.

messages that are given at the request of another person.

v.

messages that serve to create confusion, generate conflict
or cause division within the church.

While the church will respond with grace and understanding in
every situation, firm disciplinary procedure will be initiated
against anyone for blatant abuse of such a spiritual gift.
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2E. THE GIFTS OF HEALING
We believe in the following:
1.

God still endows us with the gifts of healing.

2.

The gift of healing is executed by the divine intervention of God.
It is a sovereign act of God through a Christian and may be executed either through:
a.

Proclamation of healing (Acts 3:6-8; 9:32-34).

b.

Prayer for healing (James 5:14-16).

3.

The Bible never indicates that every person prayed for will be
healed (see and contrast Acts 12:1-2 with Acts 12:3-10).

4.

Absence of healing need not signify a spiritual cause; the
presence of sin; or a lack of faith (see John 9:1-3; 2 Cor 12:
7
-10).

5.

Since God’s supernatural healing of a person is a direct and
sovereign act, the operation of the gifts of healing will be as
follows:
a.

The operation of the gifts of healing is a spontaneous act with
no pre-planned time or pattern.

b.

Unless there is a clear direction from God (e.g. through the form
of prophetic utterance or through a consensus of the Diaconate),
planning and conducting healing rallies are inappropriate.
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2F. THE OFFICE OF THE APOSTLE
We believe in the following:
1.

Scriptural evidences indicate that the office of the Apostle has
ceased.
Scriptural revelations towards this are as follows:
a.

The qualifications of the Apostles:
He must have personally seen Christ and witnessed His
resurrection (Acts 1:21-22 cf 4:33).

b.

The distinctiveness of the office of the Apostle:
The book of Acts makes clearly distinct the office of the
Apostle from other offices. (Acts 4:32-35; 6:2; 8:1; 9:26-27;
11:1; 13:1; 15:6)

c.

The functions of the Apostles:
The Apostles communicated Christ’s instructions to the Church
before the New Testament was written and completed. (Acts 1:1
-2; 2:42 cf 1 Cor 14:37)

2.

Although the Bible mentions other apostles besides the Twelve
[viz Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14) James, the Lord’s brother
(Gal 1:19) Silas and Timothy (1 Thess 1:1 cf 1 Thess 2:6),
Andronicus and Junia (Rom 16:7)], there is however no
evidence from Scripture that such persons did not fulfill the requirement of 1(a) above.

3.

We recognize that some people have ministerial functions that
transcend a local church and can have gifts of the apostolic
kind, such as the working of miracles and the gifts of healing.
Notwithstanding this, it is inappropriate to ascribe to them the
office of the Apostle.
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2G. THE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET
We believe in the following:
1.

In the New Testament, the office of the Prophet is one of the
essential offices God gives to the church. (1 Cor 12:28-30;
Eph 4:11-16).

2.

The New Testament Prophets, like the Old Testament Prophets,
are spokespersons for God (2 Pet 1:19-21; 3:14-16).

3.

God speaks through His prophets by putting His Spirit on/in
them. (Num 11:25-30; 1 Sam 10:5-7, 10).

4.

The New Testament reveals that every Christian has the Spirit
of God (Rom 8:14-17; 1 Cor 3:12-13; Eph 1:13-14).

5.

In the light of (2), (3), (4) above, every Christian is potentially a
spokesperson for God.

6.

God’s Scriptural revelations are absolutely concluded with the
completion of the Bible. (2 Pet 1:19-21; Rev 22:18-19).
Therefore, any new prophetic words are not Scripture nor are they
equal to Scripture.

7.

The Bible is silent as to whether the office of the prophet has
ceased or continues in existence today. Notwithstanding this,
since the Bible is complete in its present form, the office of the
prophet today, if it continues in existence, can no longer
command similar authority as the Old Testament and New
Testament prophets.
Arguments using 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 and Ephesians 2:20 for the
cessation of the office of the prophet are inconclusive.
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2G.

THE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET (cont’d)

8.

We are therefore, unable to have a definite conclusion on the
continuation or cessation of the prophetic office.

9.

In the light of (8) above and in the spirit of desiring to be faithfully availing ourselves for God’s use while at the same time discerning and guarding against abuses on the operation of our
spiritual gifts, we will abide by the following guidelines in
relation to the operation of the prophetic office:
a.

The ministry of the prophet is to be to the church as a whole and
not to individual members or groups of members. All prophecies to individuals or groups of individuals will be rejected.

b.

The prophet must be endorsed by the Diaconate and submitted
to the authority of the pastor.

====================================================
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APPENDIX 1

Reading List for Diaconate Study on Spiritual gifts
Carson, D.A.

Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition
of 1st Corinthians 12-14;
Baker Book House 1987

Deere, Jack

Surprised by the Power of the Spirit;
Zondervan 1993

Deere, Jack

Surprised by the voice of God;
Kingsway 1996

Edgar, Thomas R

Satisfied by the Promise of the Spirit;
Kregel Resources 1996

Fee, Gordon

God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the letters of Paul;
Hendrickson 1994

Fee, Gordon

Paul, the Spirit and the people of God;
Hendrickson 1996

Fee, Gordon

The New NIV Commentary: The 1st
to the Corinthians,
Wm. B. Eerdmans 1987

Grudem, Wayne A ed.

Are miraculous gifts for today? : Four views
Zondervan 1996

Grudem, Wayne A.

Systematic Theology; IVP 1994

Grudem, Wayne A.

The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament
and Today
Crossway, 1988

APPENDIX 1 (cont’d)
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Reading List for Diaconate Study on Spiritual gifts (cont’d)
Smail, Tom; Walker,
Andrew; Wright, Nigel

The love of power or the power of love;
Bethany House 1994

Walvoord, John F

The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive study of
the Person and work of the Holy Spirit;
Zondervan 1965

Witherington, Ben

Conflict and Community in Corinth: A
Socio-Rhetoric Commentary of 1st & 2nd Corinthians
Wm. B. Eerdmans 1995

AND ABOVE ALL

THE HOLY BIBLE

APPENDIX 2
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Supplementary reading materials for
Diaconate Study on Spiritual gifts
F. David Farnell

The Current Debate about New Testament
Prophecy
Bibliotheca Sacra 149:595 (July-Sept 1992)
pp 277-303

F. David Farnell

The Gift of Prophecy in the Old and New
Testaments
Bibliotheca Sacra 149:596 (Oct-Dec 1992)
pp 387-410

F. David Farnell

Does the New Testament teach two
prophetic gifts
Bibliotheca Sacra 150:597 (Jan-Mar 1993)
pp 62-88

F. David Farnell

When will the Gift of Prophecy cease
Bibliotheca Sacra 150:598 (Apr-Jun 1993)
pp 171-202

Robert L Thomas

Prophecy Rediscovered? A review of the gift
of prophecy in the New Testament and Today
Bibliotheca Sacra 149:593 (Jan-Mar 1992) pp
83-96

APPENDIX 2 (cont’d)

Supplementary reading materials for
Diaconate Study on Spiritual gifts (cont’d)
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Richard Gaffin and Wayne Grudem on
1 Cor 13:10; A Comparison of Cessationist
and Noncessationist Argumentation
Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
35:2 (March 1992) pp 173-181

R Fowler White

Gaffin and Grudem on Eph 2:20: In defense
of Gaffin’s cessationist exegesis
The Westminster Theological Journal 54
(Spring 1992) pp 303-320

Ken L. Sarles

An Appraisal of the Signs and Wonders
Movement
Bibliotheca Sacra (Jan-Mar 1988)
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